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Clemens Kool, Thijs Knaap and Ian Reijnders. Donato Masciandaro from Bocconi University Milano, Italy, and Raffaella Barone from the University of Lecce, Italy, also gave useful hints and comments.
I also want to mention Frans van Waarden from University College of Utrecht University, who alternated in reading parts of the manuscript and in cheering up the author.
A very special thanks goes to Greg Rawlings whom I met at the Regulatory Institutions Network (RegNet) in Australia. When he showed me his beautiful PhD on money laundering in Vanuatu, I really somehow regretted that economists when compared to anthropologists, have such a dry and limited use of language. He not only helped to shape the project from the very beginning, but also contributed substantially to the introduction of this book. It was he who analysed recent spectacular money laundering cases of Austrian and Dutch banks, it was he who first mentioned the Australian 'Walker' model to me on which the money laundering estimates in this book are based, it was he who introduced me to new data sets and literature. Greg always gave very valuable insights and comments and was very pleasant company. Thank you Greg.
Thanks to John and Valerie Braithwaite at the Regulatory Institutions Network (RegNet) at the Australian National University, and to all the colleagues there, who helped to design the original project draft.
While the research report for the ministry focused on the Netherlands solely, this book tries to incorporate a comparative perspective, by also bringing in money laundering cases from Australia and other countries. Australia is interesting because it is of about the same economic size as the Netherlands. It has a very special location because it is surrounded by a ring of islands of unrest, crime and money laundering, and therefore is an attractive transit country for launderers. Nauru, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands are some of these islands, just to name a few.
The findings of this project received widespread attention in the Dutch media. I am grateful to the Dutch journalists, whose expertise and professionalism allowed a serious public debate. I hope that this book will contribute to enhance the debate between different academic disciplines.
